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Microplastics & Microfibers 
Action Planning Workshop

We will get started at 1:00PM

❏ Use the toolbar below to mute yourself 

❏ Please type the following into the chat box on the right side bar:

❏ Full name
❏ Affiliation
❏ State/region where you work
❏ What aspect of addressing microplastics/fibers is your biggest priority into the 

chat box 
❏ Please also use the chat box for any technical issues

❏ Web cameras are optional, but turning it off may increase connection speed
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MID-ATLANTIC MARINE DEBRIS ACTION PLAN 
MICROPLASTIC AND MICROFIBER GOAL TEAM WORKSHOP

DECEMBER 1, 2020



Welcome +
Opening Remarks

Photo: Florida Sea Grant



Tech Tips and Ground Rules

❏ Please stay on mute unless we ask you to unmute

❏ In order to be placed into breakout rooms, you MUST have used the link 
provided and either joined via computer audio or one of the dial in options

❏ If you ONLY called in with a phone number, you must exit and rejoin with the link

❏ Video is at your discretion

❏ This meeting will NOT be recorded

❏ Use the chat box for any technology issues or questions



Poll #1: How far did you travel to attend this meeting?

Please use the            icon 

on the right sidebar to 

answer the poll question



Workshop Agenda

1:00 PM - Workshop kick off + introductions

1:10 PM - Report out on Goals, strategies, and objectives

1:30 PM - Breakout room instructions

1:35 PM - Breakout room session (with short stretch break in between)

2:35 PM - Wrap up + Next steps

3:00 PM - Adjourn 



Workshop Objectives

● Strengthen Mid-Atlantic marine debris community and foster 
relationship-building

● Refine and prioritize the Objectives and Actions for your Goal 
Area

● Provide stakeholders an opportunity to provide input and 
feedback on the Actions

● Confirm organizational commitments as leads and support roles 
to implement the Actions
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Workshop Planning Team

Amanda Dwyer
Marine Debris Program 

Specialist/Knauss Fellow

Demi Fox
Northeast Regional Coordinator

Jason Rolfe
Response Coordinator

Christy Kehoe
Mid-Atlantic Regional Coordinator

Ya’el Seid-Green
Communication and Policy 

Specialist



MICROPLASTIC AN MICROFIBER GOAL 
MID-ATLANTIC MARINE DEBRIS ACTION PLAN

OVERVIEW - PROGRESS - NEXT STEPS

Photo: NOAA
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Mid-Atlantic Region
Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, Virginia, and Washington, DC
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Marine Debris in the Mid-Atlantic

Marine Debris Definition: Any persistent solid material that is 
manufactured or processed and directly or indirectly, 
intentionally or unintentionally, disposed of or abandoned into 
the marine environment or coasts.



MICROPLASTIC + 
MICROFIBER

Photo: Chesapeake Bay Program, Flickr



Ocean-based
• Commercial and recreational fishing
• Offshore oil and gas
• Cargo ships
• Abandoned and derelict vessels

Land-based
• Littering
• Dumping
• Poor waste management practices
• Stormwater discharge, run-off 
• Extreme weather events

Sources



Marine Debris Impacts

Photo: Win Cowger, Gray Lab, UC Riverside



Community

Photo: NOAA



Action Plan Overview + 
Background

Photo: NOAA
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NOAA Marine Debris Program Role

Established in 2006 by Congress as the U.S. 
federal lead for marine debris. Reauthorized in 
2018.

Mission: to investigate and prevent the adverse 
impacts of marine debris

5 Pillars: Regional Coordination

Regional Marine Debris Action Plans
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Timeline + Progress

Background 
Research

Situation
Assessment

+
Partner 

Engagement

First Draft 
Compiled

First Draft 
Feedback 
Received

2014 - 2019 2019 - 2020 August 2020 October 2020
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Regional Action Plans

In Progress
10

Completed

In Progress

Pending
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Regional Action Plan Analysis - Debris Types
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Regional Action Plans - Lessons Learned

Photo: NOAA
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Marine Debris Emergency Response Debris Guides

https://marinedebris.noaa.gov/emergency-response-guides-and-regional-action-plans#pub-term-144
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Alignment with Other Regional, State, Local Planning 
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Situational Assessment 

Stakeholder 
Feedback 

1:1 calls Mid-Atlantic 
Meetings 

Analyzed 
Regional Data 

Collected 
Feedback

Footnote: The data presented here was collected in spring/summer 2020, to inform the development of the Mid-Atlantic Marine Debris Action Plan. Individual contributors will not be identified 
within. If this information is to be used to inform any further work, please reach out to Christy Kehoe, NOAA Marine Debris Program Mid-Atlantic Regional Coordinator for details.



R Data Analysis Tool



Data Analysis- Top Debris Types - Goal Areas
Consumer 

Debris

Other

Microplastics/
Microfibers

DFG

ADVs

Other categories

Footnote: ​This graph is a visual representation of feedback collected during one-on-one ​stakeholder ​calls with marine debris partners during the spring/summer 2020. This data 
serves as a snapshot into regional priorities to be regularly reviewed during future partner feedback periods of the Action Plan.



MicroP Data Analysis - Priorities  Strategies - Objectives

Footnote: ​This graph is a visual representation of feedback collected during one-on-one ​stakeholder ​calls with marine debris partners during the spring/summer 2020. This data 
serves as a snapshot into regional priorities to be regularly reviewed during future partner feedback periods of the Action Plan.



Mid-Atlantic Marine 
Debris Action Plan Draft

Photo: NOAA
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Action Plan Structure

Vision: To keep the  Mid-Atlantic region, coasts, communities, habitats, wildlife, 
and our ocean free from the impacts of marine debris. 

Mission: The Plan will reduce marine debris through strengthening regional 
partnerships to understand, prevent, and mitigate marine debris through increased 
research, preventative actions, reductions in impacts, and collaborative efforts of 
diverse groups.

Timeline: 2021 - 2026
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Mid-Atlantic Marine Debris Action Plan Structure

Goals

Strategies

Objectives

Actions



Consumer 
Debris

Derelict 
Fishing Gear

Microplastic + 
Microfiber

Abandoned + 
Derelict Vessel 

+ Vessel-
Related Debris

Action Plan Goals Areas



1. Prevention, Education, Outreach

Strategies

2. Research and Monitoring

3. Proper Disposal and 
Infrastructure

4. Removal

5. Policy and Management



Written Partner 
Feedback -
Suggested 

Actions
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Action Leads and Partners

Leads
Partners responsible for undertaking Actions 
that fulfill the objectives and reporting on the 
progress, challenges, and completion of the 
action. 

Partners
Responsible for supporting and undertaking 
Actions that fulfill the objective and for 
providing input on progress. 



Action Plan - Monitoring  
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Action Plan: Information-Sharing
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Questions

Photo: NOAA



Poll # 2

In the chat box, please enter:

What topic you are most excited to 
discuss 

or learn about today



Breakout Room Instructions

Based on your interest in goal STRATEGIES

Room 1: Prevention, Education, and Outreach (4 actions)

Room 2: Research and Monitoring (4 actions)

Room 3: Proper disposal & Infrastructure, Removal, and Policy & 

Management (3 actions)



Tech support needs, email:
Jason.Rolfe@noaa.gov

Photo: NOAA
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Goal Workshop Wrap Up + Next Steps



Breakout Room Report Out

Room 1: Prevention, Education, and Outreach (4 actions)

Room 2: Research and Monitoring (4 actions)

Room 3: Proper disposal & Infrastructure, Removal, and Policy & 

Management (3 actions)

Report Out
● # of actions (progress)
● Biggest challenges mentioned
● Creative solutions/trends
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Timeline + Next Steps

Gather Feedback 
on Updated Draft 

Plan

MDP Reviews

MDP Publishes
Plan

Action Plan 
Community

Lead and Partners 

Implementation, 
Monitoring, 

Information- sharing

Mid-Plan
Workshop

December - 2020
January 2021

Early 2021 2021 - 2026 2023



Written Partner Feedback + 1:1 Calls



In 
Progress

10

Timeline + Next Steps

Gather Feedback 
on Updated Draft 

Plan

MDP Reviews

MDP Publishes
Plan

Action Plan 
Community

Lead and Partners 

Implementation, 
Monitoring, 

Information- sharing

Mid-Plan
Workshop

December - 2020
January 2021

Early 2021 2021 - 2026 2023



Monitoring



Information-sharing



https://midatlantic-mdc.diver.orr.noaa.gov/funding-opportunities

Funding Opportunities



Mid-Plan Action Plan Update Workshop - 2023

Photo: NOAA



Thank you for your continued feedback, 
consideration, and interest in the Action Plan

Photo: NOAA
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Questions/Comment/Suggestions?
Please reach out to Planning Team coordinators below:

Christy Kehoe
Mid-Atlantic Regional Coordinator
Christy.Kehoe@noaa.gov

Jessica Conway 
Planning and Preparedness Specialist
Jessica.Conway@noaa.gov

Demi Fox
Northeast Regional Coordinator
Demi.Fox@noaa.gov

Ya’el Seid Green
Policy Specialist
yael.seid-green@noaa.gov

Amanda Dwyer
Knauss Fellow
Amanda.Dwyer@noaa.gov
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